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EZRA’S JOURNEY FROM BABYLON TO 
JERUSALEM. 


_Ina late number of Friends’ Review, contain- 
Ing an abstract of Major Serpa Pinto’s recent 
explorations in South Africa, some account was 
given in the Portuguese explorer’s own words, of 
his meeting with the French Protestant mission- 
ary, Frangois Coillard; and how the exhibition 
of the latter’s trustfulness in traveling unarmed 


through a country of many perils, so impressed | 


him with wonder and admiration as to constrain 
him to confess that it implied a courage far 
beyond his own. 

Had F. Coillard been questioned specifically 
as to his warrant for venturing thus unprotected 


into the wilderness, he would probably have | 


quoted the reassuring utterances of the Prince 
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of Peace himself, citing also the practice of the 
early Apostles, and the Christians generally for 
many generations. He could have shown that 
the Christians of that age, although permitted 
to become martyrs for their faith, had forever 
established before the world the peaceable 
nature of Christ’s kingdom; whilst a multitude 
of instances in the past and present could have 
been produced, showing how the Lord’s al- 
mighty arm has been savingly extended for the 
preservation of those who put their trust in Him. 
Perhaps he would furthermore have pointed to 
the fact that, even as they thus discoursed, 
two Quakers farther southward were traveling 
like himself, unarmed, in accordance with the 
invariable custom of this people since their rise 
two hundred and thirty years ago. 

More than this, he could have called the 
attention of his military questioner to an inci- 
dent which, being recorded in the Old Testa- 
ment Scriptures, would probably have the 
greater weight, because happening under a 
dispensation when retaliation for aggressions 
was not forbidden. The striking instance I 
refer to, will be found narrated in the eighth 
chapter of the Book of Ezra. It is as follows: 

Permission to proceed to Jerusalem having 
been granted Ezra and his companions by 
Artaxerxes, the king, the crossing at the river 
of Ahava was designated by Ezra as a suitable 
place where certain selected Levites and 
Nethinims should meet his own much larger 
party. Both companies having accordingly 
met at the spot named, ‘‘ then,’’ says Ezra, ‘I 
| proclaimed a fast there, at the river of Ahava, 
| that we might afflict ourselves before our God, 
to seek of Him a right way for us and for our 
little ones, and for all our substance. For I 
| was ashamed to require of the king a band of 
‘soldiers and horsemen to help us against the 
enemy in the way; because we had spoken 
|unto the king, saying, the hand of our God is 
upon all them for good that seek Him; but 
_His power and His wrath is against all them 
that forsake Him. So we fasted and besought 
our God for this, and He was entreated of us.”’ 

Perhaps in all the Bible there will not be 
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found a more convincing, practical exemplifi-|in safety, was surely an unheard-of piece of 
cation of the testimony for peace, including the | bravado. 
alone foundation upon which this testimony is} And yet the journey, which occupied just 
rightly grounded, than in the passage just| four months, (chap. vii. verse 9,) was made in 
quoted. Greatly learned in the law, yet of|absolute safety, and without the loss of any of 
much humility and simplicity of character, was | their possessions so highly prized. Concerning 
the scribe Ezra; sothat, having no doubt often | the particulars of this remarkable journey, with 
admiringly dwelt upon the Lord’s wondrous | the providential deliverances which must haye 
deliverance of the host of Hezekiah, as well as| given Ezra and his companions frequent occa. 
the equally marvellous preservation of the three | sion for thanksgiving, we know nothing more 
who entered the fiery furnace, and of faithful|(in addition to their having sought ‘a right 
Daniel over whom the lions had no power, he|way’’ before the Lord,) than what is thus 
was at last prepared to adopt still more literally | briefly told by the narrator: ‘‘Then we de. 
than was David the king, the latter’s own| parted from the river of Ahava on the twelfth 
language: ‘‘The Lord is my rock, and my|day of the first month, to go unto Jerusalem; 
fortress, and my deliverer; my God, my|and the hand of our God was upon us, and He 
strength, in whom I will trust.” delivered us from the hand of the enemy, and 
Animated, therefore, by this great faith and| of such as lay in wait by the way. And we 
trust, Ezra had spoken to the king, saying: | came to Jerusalem.”’ Jo Wels 
‘*The hand of our God is upon all them for acon 
good that seek Him; but His power and His 
wrath is against all them that forsake Him.”’ 
And thus he was led to declare that, as a God- 
fearing and trusting, as well as a consistent Jew, (Continued from page 275.) 
he was ashamed to require of the King a band| It was John Richardson’s earnest desire to 
of soldiers and horsemen to help himself and | fulfil the ministry which he had received, but 
company against the enemy in the way. The| his path was beset with difficulties, which noth- 
lesson is surely of no limited application, ing but his steadfast faith in God could have 
seeing it shows us how greatly Christians oppose | carried him through. The common report 
the truth when they claim God for their defence, | being that he had rich parents, there were few 
whilst at the same time they put their trust in! who knew how exceedingly straitened his 
deadly weapons. means were, and lameness now prevented him 
But the simple trustfulness of Ezra becomes | from walking to meetings at a distance. The 
yet more apparent as (continuing the narrative) | hardships to which he had been exposed, and 
we read how, whilst the caravan yet tarried at | the overstrain on his youthful strength, had led 
the river, the great treasures intended for the to the formation of a violent abscess in the leg; 
house of God at Jerusalem, were all carefully | but when his kind master knew that he wanted 
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weighed and placed in the hands of trustworthy | to visit any meetings, he would bid him take 
custodians. ‘These treasures, as enumerated,|his horse and not hasten himself. His most 


were, ‘< Six hundred and fifty talents of silver, formidable hindrance, therefore, must have 


and silver vessels an hundred talents, and of | been the stammering, which he had strenuously, 
gold an hundred talents ; also twenty basins of | but unsuccessfully, striven to overcome. Yet, 
gold of a thousand drams, and two vessels of| notwithstanding all obstacles, John Richardson 
fine copper, precious as gold.” felt that there was but one path for him to 
Now, all this wealth of precious metal, worth | walk in—that in which Christ went before him; 
in the aggregate probably not less than four | for ere this he must have learned that He who 
million dollars, and of course possessing then | guides the planets in their courses cannot fail 
very many times more purchasing power than |to lead aright each soul that submissively seeks 
at this day, did this Jew, for the sake of the}His guidance. He fully and trustfully sur 
truth and the God whom he trusted, feel pre-| rendered himself to his Saviour, and the lame- 
pared to transport without other protection | ness which medical skill could not relieve was 
than that afforded by the king’s decree, to the | taken away as he pressed through all discour- 
distant city of David. Doubtless, as he and |agements to Christ for the true healing of body 
his company turned their backs upon the mas-|and soul. Then his faith was strengthened to 
sive walls of that mighty city, Babylon, there |seek for the cure of his stammering also, and 
were those of its idol-worshipping people, as| ability was given him to speak quite plainly, 
also incredulous Jews not a few, who may have | not only when preaching, but also in the con- 
shot out the lip contemptuously whilst they | versation of every day. Y 
prophesied all manner of disaster and discomfi-| _ Still sometimes, when travelling asa minister, 
ture to the undertaking. To escape the nomad | he found himself almost unable to speak oF 
marauders of the Syrian Desert, to elude the|swallow from the effect of a severe sore throat. 
Ammonites and Moabites, and, passing by their | One day when suffering thus, whilst sitting ” 
strongholds, reach the farther side of the Jordan! a meeting at Hawkeshead, he felt anxious and 
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cat down; for he believed that it was at the 
lord’s bidding that’ he had entered on this 
grvice, and now the power of speech was 
aimost taken from him. But he knew where 
to cast his burden, and longed to welcome 
God’s will in this and every other trial. ‘I 
had not,’’ he says, ‘‘ been long brought into 
this devoted and resigned state, to be and do 
what the Lord would have me, but, oh! I felt 
the virtue of Christ as a sweet and living spring, 
by which I was healed.” 


Meanwhile John Richardson was learning 
blessed lessons in the school of Christ concern- 
ing the completeness of His redemption.”” ‘I 
aw,’ he writes, ‘‘into things relating to God 
and His heavenly kingdom, and into His work 
and way of bringing man out of the fall and 
alienation to Himself again, and into a heavenly 
state in Christ, as man yields true obedience 
unto the leadings and operations of His blessed 
grace and Holy Spirit.”’* Nor did John Rich- 
ardson fail to see the necessity for the Chris- 
tian’s absolute dependence upon God, instead 
of leaning upon self. And thus hungering and 
thirsting after righteousness, forsaking all that 
hindered a close following of Christ, he realized 
more and more the fulfilment of our Lord’s 
promise to the man who loyally loving Him 
cannot but keep His words—‘‘ My Father will 
love him, and we will come unto him, and 
make our abode with him.”’ 


During the eight years that followed his 
twentieth birthday, he went on the Lord’s 
service four times through most of the English 
counties, and twice visited the greater part of 
Wales. When at home he worked as hard as 
his delicate constitution would allow of. He 
delighted in reading the Holy Scriptures, and 
his retentive memory enabled him to make good 
use of them ; whilst he was also fully alive to the 
hecessity of ‘‘ waiting,’’ as he says, ‘‘ for the 
help of the Holy Spirit, the root and pure 
spring of the right and living miflistry which 
teaches the heart.”’ 

When about the age of twenty-eight, finding 
the time had come when he could rightly give 
closer attention to business, he opened a small 
shop for mending clocks and watches. He had 
at intervals followed this occupation for several 
years, as his strength proved insufficient for 
weaving. He had astrong inclination to settle 
at Whitby, but felt sure that God was directing 


_—_ 


_* “There is little doubt that in the times when George Fox 
lived, as indeed in all times, . . whilst there was much talk 
made about justification by faith, in too many cases those who 
‘talked so glibly of these things remained in the daily conduct of 
their lives much as they had ever been. This no doubt arose 
out of, or was connected with, the exclusive way in which justi- 
fication by faith was preached; . . it was made a new salver 
to the conscience, by representing the death of Christ as remov- 
ing from us the condemnation due as the wages of sin, whilst it 
e no power to overoome and eradicate it fromthe soul. . . . 
hus, as Luther had preached the forgiveness of sins by faith in 
the blood of Christ, so George Fox preached holiness of life; but 
Nopharisaical or self-righteous holiness. Christ was the Author 
of it through faith in His living power in the heart.’’—Brown's 
Man's Restoration.”’ 
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him to Bridlington. So to Bridlington he went, 
and soon the Lord revived His work in the 
meeting there, especially amongst the young 
Friends, many of whom, as the next few years 
passed by, found that their Saviour was calling 
them to speak in His name, so that it became 
almost a proverb thereabouts that Bridlington 
was a school of the prophets. 

John Richardson married a young Friend of 
the age of twenty-two, an orphan residing with 
her uncle at Bridlington. From childhood she 
had loved her Saviour, and sought His pres- 
ence; she longed that others might share with 
her the blessedness of communion with God, 
and delighted in joining with them in meetings 
for His worship. About three years after her 
marriage she began to speak as a minister, but 
was soon summoned to her heavenly home. 
She died at the age of twenty-seven. ‘‘He is 
come,” were her last words, ‘‘ He is come 
whom my soul loves; and my soul rejoices in 
God my Saviour, and my spirit magnifies 
Him.” She left three little children, the 
youngest a baby a month old. 

‘‘This innocent young child,”’ as its father 
calls it, followed its mother to heaven in less 
than a year; and then it was that John Rich- 
ardson thought the right time was come for him 
to visit the Friends on the other side of the 
Atlantic ; for he had long believed that America 
was a field in which he would be called to 
labor. 

He made a comfortable arrangement for his 
two children, being willing to leave them, his 
country and his friends, as well as to encounter 
hardships and perils, for Christ’s sake. Yet he 
passed through many trials of faith, for his 
means were very limited. He knew he should 
leave no debt behind him, for he had often said 
that rather than religion should suffer on that 
score he would live on bread and water; but 
the question was whether he had enough to 
cover the needful expenses of his children and 
himself. And he wished to leave this on 
record, believing that in future years others 
would read their own experiencein his. Accord- 
ing to his wont he placed the matter in God’s 
hands, telling Him that he knew His servant’s 
readiness to do His will, and also of the diffi- 
culty that stood in the way. All doubts van- 
ished as the answer came to his heart,—Go, 
and be faithful and I will bless thee every way. 
Overwhelmed by the condescending love of hist 
Father in heaven, the cry of his soul was, 
‘‘Good is the word of the Lord! Thou has 
not failed me in any of my great straits and 
trials to this day. I have great cause to trust 
in Thee; renowned be Thy most excellent 
name, now and for ever.” 

It was in the summer of 1700, and when 
about the age of thirty-three, that, in company 
with some other Friends, he went on board a 
ship in the Thames with the intention of taking 





292 


their passage in her. But regarding a long 
voyage as a dangerous undertaking, and desiring 
in all things to be led by Him who numbers 
the very hairs of our head, he sought for guid- 
ance from above, and then told his companions 
that he could not sail in that vessel. They 
exchanged it for another, and afterwards heard 
that the ship which they had deserted had been 
lost off the Channel Isles. 
(To be continued.) 


~o- a 


OUR LONDON LETTER. 


A lecture was delivered here on the 14th of 
Eleventh month, by Francis Frith, on the place 
of the intellect in the reception of religious 
truth, and in the service of Christ. The rela- 
tions of reason to religion in various ages were 
reviewed. The Bible is a reasonable book. 
Reason and free thought dawned rudely at the 
French Revolution, and set itself at first not 
only against special dogmas of religion, but 
against all religion whatever. The spiritual 
evidence of our faith is indeed essential, but 
reason has also an important place. Things 
are now passing through a furnace of thought, 
from which they will emerge in somewhat 
different form, but the truth—the fine gold— 
will remain. Prominent philosophers of the 
day so exalt science as to disparage revelation, 
which they regard as a thing unknown. Thus 


they have arrived at a truth, as far as it goes, 


viz: That pure reason is unable to discover 
God. If we are to know anything about God, 
He Himself must speak tous. Those who take 
the reason only for their guide, arrive at a cold 
materialism. The extreme opposite of this, 
where reason is exc.uded, and the spiritual 
faculties alone regarded, is mysticism on the 
one hand, or dogmatic formality on the other. 
Reason isthe handmaid of religion. There 
are some, indeed, whose simple, unquestioning 
faith springs from the heart alone, almost inde- 
pendent of the intellect; but for most of us 
faith without understanding is a dead and use- 
less thing. .There is enough revealed to the in- 
tellect to dignify and encourage it, and enough 
withheld thoroughly to humble it. Much is 
not revealed to us, and for this good reason, 
that it would be superfluous to reveal more 
than we have capacity to understand. We 
cannot and do not see to the end of things. 
There are questions about which some amongst 
us are much exercised, which present great dif- 
ficulty. Is not this a proof that such questions 
are not essential for us to know? There is no 
doubt on the cardinal doctrines of our faith. 
He who has not looked into the matter is 
unaware of the great, solid mass of evidence 
on which Christianity stands. The difficulties 
met with in studying the Bible will mostly dis- 
appear when we make allowance for the dif- 
ference in authors and periods of the several 
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books. The enigmas we can leave. 
Christian advances, he will lose interest in sue 
questions. Purely speculative questions hi 
the life of the soul. It is better to leave a fey 
blank pages in our mental catechism. The in. 
tellect has a useful place in our Church arrange. 
ments. Our discipline needs the freer exercise 
of sanctified common sense, brushing away the 
cobwebs and letting in light and sweetnes 
wherever they are excluded. 

The lecturer would give the intellect a higher 
place in the service of Christ than it has ever 
yet taken. The apostles, indeed, were humbk 
and unlearned, yet Paul’s was a subtle and 
powerful mind, well cultivated by human leam. 
ing. And by far the greater number of helpers 
of the Church in all ages have been men of 
strong and well trained intellect. The great- 
est danger, however, against which we have to 
guard, is the preponderance of the intellectual 
element among us. May the day be far distazt 
when the ministry shall be valued by us as itis 
by some others, for its intellectual qualities, An 
intellectual ministry alone, starves the soul. 

God Himself is perfect reason. Reasonisas 
truea gift of God, as Revelation is; but ‘Lean 
not to thine own understanding.’’ It is just | 
this leaning on the reason to reveal religious 
truth, which is the bane of modern exact 
thought. We give, then, the first place in the 
religious life to spirituality, but not with mental 
lassitude. Paul, Augustine, Savanarola, Li- 
ther, Chalmers, were men of incessant mental 
activity. Reason is not in any sense a motive 
force in religion, but it is an instrument, and 
one of immense power. Let it be turned 
against those who have arrogantly claimed it 
for their own. 

This lecture, which was largely attended by 
the young men of our Society, puts in a striking 
light the use and place of reason in matters of 
religion. Certainly this element has been often 
undervalued in the past. It is possible, now the 
reaction has come, that the place of reason may 
be a little exaggerated. Undoubtedly the pure 
spiritual force which the gospel imparts to our 
souls, the new life given to us, ought to infuse 
itself into every faculty of heart and intellect, 
so that the whole man may be brought into ac- 
tion in the service of Christ. The danger liesin 
exalting one faculty unduly, producing spiritual 
deformity. Our intelligent young people read 
and think for themselves, and some of them are 
full of questions and doubts. In presenting 
religious truths we like to goas far as we can In 
supplying their intellectual needs ; but may the 
simplicity of the gospel ever be maintained, 
else woe unto us! for we shall place a stumbling 
block before one of the ‘‘ little ones.”’ 

London, Eleventh month 26th, r88r. 


AND this same Jesus says again and agaif 
that the one only thing which is to determine 
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hich of these two eternal futures is to be 
We future of each soul hearing His gospel, is the 
witential and believing acceptance of this 
spel, or its continued and wilful rejection.— 
(iristianity’s Challenge. 

A VISIT TO THE MODOCS. 

Frances E. Willard, ‘¢ that tireless Christian 
horker in the cause of temperance,’’ writes to 
ie Boston Advertiser a most interesting ac- 
unt of her late visit to the Modocs, in the 
dian Territory, from which the following is 
tracted : 

“The next day was Sabbath, and trooping 
fom every side came the swarthy-faced men, 
women and children of this strange race. In 
»pretty church, answering the double purpose 
church and school, we gathered for morn- 
ng service. It had been decorated in honor 
my visit, and the motto of our Women’s 
Christian Temperance Union was arched in 
rergreen letters behind the simple pulpit: 
‘For God, and home, and native land.’ The 
Smday-school lesson for the day was ‘Answers 
0 Prayer,’ and after a Scripture recitation, in 
vhich all the younger ones participated, with 
rmarkable clearness of English, I was. asked 
tell them the story of the Temperance Cru- 
wde—the greatest prayer movement of the 
uneteenth century. When I had finished that 
hnlling and pathetic story, those Indians, 
vith beaming eyes, sang ‘ Rock of Ages’ as I 
lave seldom heard it sung, in church or prayer 
meeting. 

“Every man, woman and child wears the 
tbbon and belongs to the W. C. T. U., and 
mny of them are members of the Society of 
friends, The Indians then stood forward, one 
ty one, to speak, an exercise of which, by the 
vay, they highly approve. With inimitable 
reverence, Scar-Face-Charlie, Long George, 
Steamboat Frank and others, pointed to the 
great gilt-edged Bibie, as the book that makes 
he white man what he is, and with impressive 
gtavity to the bottle of alcohol I had just used 
an experiment, as the ‘ fire-water,’ which has 
reluced the Indian to degradation. 

_ “Steamboat Frank’s wife spoke with more 
teedom and eloquence than any other person, 
md the Modocs recognize her as decidedly 
‘iperior to her husband —albeit, he is the 
‘preacher ’ of the tribe. The perfect equality 
of men and women in the Lord’s house has, 
f course, been thoroughly set forth by those 
‘lightened Quakers, and is heartily accepted 
by the Indians, abhorrent as would have been 
the thought seven years ago. 

“And now four little Modoc girls came 
forth, with bright hands and faces, roguish 
looks, and in their hands a pretty bead basket, 
mmmed with gay ribbons. In perfect Eng- 
ish and musical unison, they thanked me for 
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my visit (Hiawatha fashion, ‘since you came 
so far to see us’), and said that as ‘ poor little 
Modoc girls, they hadn’t much to give, but 
had made this little basket to remind me of 
them when I was far away,’ concluding with 
the sweet Bible benediction, ‘the Lord bless 
thee and keep thee; the Lord make His face 
to shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee ; 
the Lord lift up His countenance upon thee, 
and give thee peace.’ 

‘‘When those fresh young voices ceased it 
was very quiet in the little church, for I tried 
in vain to speak, and we all cried together. 
Somehow, it was so blessed, and so wonderful, 
the change in these ‘ Modocs, of the lava- 
beds,’ and the dear gospel temperance cause, 
which brought us face to face, had renewed so 
many ruined lives of those who sat about me, 
that I wished in vain my tongue might utter 
the thoughts which arose in me. After awhile, 
I told them that, though I had been welcomed 
by noble people in nearly forty States and Ter- 
ritories, for the Temperance Union’s sake, by 
Governor St. John, of Kansas, and Governor 
Colquitt, of Georgia, in words most brotherly, 
and though I had talked with the great Chief 
at the White House, I had never, until these 
little Modoc girls spoke kindly to me, been so 
deeply touched by human words, that I had 
vainly tried to make reply. * * * Mission- 
aries can come and go here, at pleasure ; trav- 
elers camp out, minus escort or weapons ; 
ladies drive their spirited horses hither and 
yon, with none to molest them or make them 
afraid. We must revise our ignorant fancies 
of the Indian Territory, by the fact that it 
abounds in churches, school-houses, and 
homes; but is minus bar-rooms and grog- 
shops.”’ 


For Friends’ Review. 
THE NEW BIRTH AND CHRIST’S 
BAPTISM. 


BY DOUGAN CLARK, M. D. 


John was the forerunner of Christ. He 
preached repentance and remission of sins, 
symbolized by baptism with water. His mes- 
sage was to the unsaved. The Lord Jesus 
preached both to sinners and believers, To 
the former His message was identical with that 
of John: ‘Repent ye and believe the Gos- 
pel.”” To the latter he proclaimed heart purity 
and perfect love, wrought by the Holy Ghost 
and symbolized by baptism with fire. 

Whoever repents and believes is justified and 
born again. . The new birth is a definite and 
instantaneous experience wrought in the heart 
of the penitent sinner whose faith takes hold of 
Christ, and wrought by the Divine energy of 
the Holy Ghost. The result is a new spiritual 
life. 
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Christ’s baptism is also a definite and instan-| but who are also conscious of the remainj 
taneous experience wrought in the heart of the | corruption of their hearts, would palpably con- 
consecrated believer whose faith takes hold of | tradict such an assumption. And if all Cars. 
Christ and His sanctification. It is Jesus bap-|tians are made pure in heart at their conver. 
tizing His own people, by pouring out His|sion, why are there emphatic exhortations ad- 
Holy Spirit upon them in order that they may | dressed fo believers, not to the unsaved—* Be 
be perfected in love and endued with power. | ye holy ”"—‘‘ Be ye perfect’’—‘* Go on to per- 




















The result is a holy heart. fection,” and ‘‘the God of peace sanctify you M. 

Now, as John preceded Jesus, so repentance | wholly!” Ca 
and conversion must precede heart-purity{ But it is thought by some that the case of Th 
and perfect love. The new birth comes be-|Cornelius, as related in the tenth chapter of por 
tore Christ’s baptism. One is prior, the other | Acts, proves conclusively that conversion and re 
subsequent. To be born again is the first ex-|the Holy Ghost baptism are experienced at the [yew 
perience ; to be baptized with the Spirit is the |same moment. It is true that while Peter was pres 
second experience. It is impossible to believe | preaching Jesus to that Roman centurion and § toin 
that God will make an individual holy whose|his household, ‘‘ the Holy Ghost fell on all @ adi 
sins have not been pardoned and who has not | ‘them which heard the word.’ It is also true @ ' 
beer. born again. It is only by and through|that in the next chapter it is stated that Cor @ "" 
the new birth that any man or woman can be-|nelius had been directed by the angel to send ” 





come a fit subject for Christ’s baptism. Con-| for Peter, ‘‘who shall tell thee words where 
version and the Holy Ghost’s baptism are | thou and all thy house shall be saved!” It is 
neither identical nor co-instantaneous. Even | therefore assumed that he was both converted 
if in a very few exceptional cases they are not|and filled with the Spirit at the same moment 
separated in the consciousness of the recipient, | of time. 
yet they are separate and distinct acts of God’s|_ But was Cornelius an unsaved man before, in 
grace, and the former must precede the latter. | the ordinary sense of that term? Was he un- 
Such are the teachings both of Scripture and | pardoned? Was he unjustified ? Was he dead 
experience. ‘‘If ye love me,’’ said the dear|in trespasses and sins? Was he unaccepted? 
Saviour to his sorrowing disciples, ‘‘ keep my | Hear what God says about him. ‘A devout 
commandments. And I will pray the Father,|man, and one that feared God with all his 
and He shall give you another Comforter, that | house; which gave much alms to the people, 
He may abide with you forever.”’ Again, ‘‘If|and prayed to God alway.’” And again through 
a man love me, he will keep my words; andjthe angel. ‘‘ Thy prayers and thine alms are 
my Father will love him, and we will come|come up for a memorial before God.” He 
unto him, and make our abode with him.” | had also known something of Jesus and his love, 
‘‘ And we are witnesses of these things,’ said|for Peter says, ‘‘ That word, I say, ye know,” 
Peter to the Jewish rulers, ‘‘and so is also|etc. Is it not reasonable to suppose that God 
the, Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them | had respect to the sincerity of his heart—that 
that obey Him.” We see plainly from these | he was already accepted for Jesus’ sake—that 
texts that it is those that love God—those that | he was a child of God, and that Peter was sent 
keep His commandments—those that keep His |to expound to him the way more perfectly, and 
words—those that obey Him—who receive the | to lead him into the doctrine and experience of 
Holy Ghost in baptismal power, and with whom | /w// sa/vation, through the baptism of Christ. 
He abides. In other words it is converted 
persons—good Christians, walking in the light ; 
of justification, loving and serving God, it is} _A GuiDE ror Business Men.—The editor 
these who are the proper subjects of Christ’s|of the ‘‘Home Interests’’ department of the 
baptism. New York 7ribune, Ella Mackay Hutchinson, 
It is certain that Christ’s baptism—or the} received the following note: ‘I am a young 
filling of the Spirit—was not received by the |man just commencing business, and have some 
church of the hundred-and-twenty, nor by the} young men in my employ. How can I man- 
Samaritans who accepted Jesus through the |age to prevent insubordination on the one hand 
preaching of Philip, until after their conversion. |and to make an affirmative success as an ém- 
It is this baptism, that cleanseth the heart from | ployer on the other hand? Are there any books 
indwelling sin. If, then, all receive it at their | that will help me? What are some of the best 
conversion, it follows that all Christians are | books for a young business man?”’ 
sanctified wholly at the time when they are| She replies that there are not, to her knowl- 
born again; and the Church of’ Christ on | edge, any special works such as he calls for, but 
earth must consist of such wholly sanctified | ‘‘the best single treatise is the New Testament; 
members. But the candid testimony of tens|next to this is the book of the Proverbs of 
of thousands who cannot at all doubt their|Solomon. The best business man we have ever 
sonship, who are sure that they have passed | known memorized the entire Book of Proverbs 
from death unto life—through faith in Christ—|at twenty-two, carrying the American Tract 
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Society’s ten-cent edition in his vest pocket, and 
committing a half dozen verses daily, and, 
when he became an employer, gave a copy of 
the book to every employé, with a friendly in- 
sription commending it as an admirable busi- 
ness guide. e 

THE INCARNATE SAviour. Rev. W. R. Nicoll, 

M.A., Kelso, Scotland. New York: Robert 

Carter & Bro. $1.50. 

This little book is an attempt to narrate in a 
popular form the chief events in the life of our 
Lord, and to show how these bear on the doctrines 
of the Incarnation and Atonement. We think the 
views of the writer clear and interesting, and his 
presentation of the truths of the Gospel calculated 
toimpress the mind, rather than to arouse con- 
tradiction, Three special points are brought out 
very distinctly. I. Jesus Christ as God and man 
in two distinct natures and one person. II. That 
He came to suffer in order that He might save. 
lll. The perfect and sweet accord of all Christ's 
actions and words. In the chapter on the silent 
years of Christ, a parallel is drawn between them 
and the building of the Temple where “there was 
neither hammer nor axe, nor any tool of iron 
heard in the house while it was in building.” 
That the consciousness of the purpose of His life 
was ever present with Him through all this time 
of restraint and silence, is shown by the one inci- 
dent recorded : “ Wist ye not that I must be about 
my Father’s business ?” 

The account of the Temptation is excellent— 
we quote from the first part: “It has been well 
said that though the devil may be expelled from 
theology, he cannot be put out of the world, so 
marred by traces of his work. We do not attempt 
to explain how the sinless Christ could be tempted. 
We assume that a sinless manhood can be tempt- 
ed, and further that toa sinless nature temptation 
must come from the outside, and not from within, 
and thus we find it here.” Some think that the 
words “the devil leaveth Him for a season,” im- 
ply that there was no further temptation until the 
last terrible one in the Garden of Gethsemane, 
but as the writer remarks, “It was necessary per- 
haps that we should have two such distinct and 
strongly-marked scenes of temptation as the con- 
flicts in the wilderness and in Gethsemane, But in 
one of the deeply instructive revealings of His 
inner life, He says to His disciples, ‘Ye are they 
who have continued with Me in My temptations.’ 
‘My temptations ;’ that is the description of His 
life. There was not a temptation at the beginning 
and at the end, and aclear space between, but 
the battle was fought all through His life.... 
His last word, ‘1 have overcome the world,’ tells 
how sharp the strife had been, which is remem- 
bered even in heaven, as He speaks to His Mili- 
tant Church, and tells them that they shall over- 
come, ‘even as I also overcame.’” The chapters 
on “Christ's dealing with Inquirers” and “ Re- 
plies to His Enemies” are very striking. Our Lord 
said of Himself, “The Son of Man is come to 
seek and to save that which is’ lost,” and so when 
we read the record of His journeyings up and 
down in the land, now stopping by the wayside, 
now on the seashore, now in the crowded street, 
we know “that He was seeking, and that His 
course was determined by the track of the sheep.” 
We think the explanation of Christ’s answer to 
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the question in regard to His authority is very in- 
structive. “At first sight it seems strange He 
should fail to give a clear response to any ques- 
tion about His authority, And, besides, there is 
something that at least resembles evasion in the 
reply—an apparent want of openness and candor. 
Any difficulty of that sort in the sayings of Christ 
is well worth examining, for it always covers a 
large principle.... There are certain attitudes of 
mind which shut the mouth of Christ, and there 
are difficulties, which, professing to be intellectual, 
are in reality moral. This was one of them. For, 
first of all, their minds were already made up. 
They had come to the fixed conclusion that Christ 
was not from heaven; and though they were 
putting questions, they never meant to believe the 
answer if it did not square with their precon- 
ceived notions.” 

The writer is most clear on the sufferings 
and death of Christ for us. He says, “ Noth- 
ing will explain the suffering of Gethse- 
mane except the fact that ‘He died to bear the 
great burden of sin—our representative, the Just 
for the unjust, that He might bring us to God.... 
Gethsemane is the soul of His suffering. He laid 
down His life in the garden. No man took it 
from Him; He laid it down of Himself. There 
was the inner suffering before the outward suffer- 
ing came.... The soul of His suffering was the 
bearing of our sins. And He bore our sins in 
Gethsemane and on Calvary, and we put the two 
together to understand His work for us.” 

We conclude with one more quotation from the 
summing up of the book. “Jesus Christ must 
be accounted for. He is the problem of this age 
especially, and He will be the problem of all 
ages. What account of Christ will stand? Was 
He dreamed into being ? Then the dreamer must 
be equal to the man he dreamed, Those who 
make this reply, must, it has been well said, ac- 
count for the man bornin the imagination of some 
other man, who as a creature of the imagination, 
has risen to the supreme place in human history, 
who to-day rules millions of lives and destinies,” 

M. S. T. 


SCHOOL. 


It is stated that ‘divers citizens of Chicago 
have presented a petition to the School Board 
asking that instruction in ‘unsectarian ethics'— 
in honesty, sobriety, fidelity, charity, etc.—should 
be given in the lower grades of the public 
schools.” The petition adds: “In the next grade 
they could be given a systematized course of 


ethics. Theoretical instruction should be sup- 
ported and illustrated by stories and examples, 
while classical sentences and aphorisms, sayings 
and verses from the poets could be explained to 
and memorized by the children.” 

Instruction in ethics is demanded in school, 
doubtless ; but only morals based on the author- 
ity of our relation to our Father in heaven, and 
drawn from the teachings of the Old and New 
Testaments, will have any vital influence in the 
conduct of young or old in our times. 


THE assertion is made that at Harvard Univer- 
sity, in the last fifty years, no smoking student 
has graduated at the head of his class. 

TEACHERS who do not properly “pronounce 
their words should be disciplined as rigorously as 















they discipline children who do not spell cor- 
rectly. 

RETURNS show that a total of 8,567 children of 
school age, born of parents both of whom are 
Europeans, or one European and one Asian, are 
found in Bengal, excluding Calcutta. Of these 
one-half receive no school education whatever ; 
as religious and class distinctions make it impos- 
sible for these children to be educated with the 
natives, separate schools will be fostered by the 


government, including common schools and tech- 
nical schools. 
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FRIENDS have always believed in regeneration, 
through repentance and faith in Christ, in the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit and of fire, and in 
Christian perfection, and it is a pleasure to be 
able to present a brief statement of the views 
of a school of thought and teaching among 
Friends on the subject of ‘“ The New Birth and 
Christ’s Baptism,” from the penof so clear a 
thinker and writer as Dr. Dougan Clark. It cor- 
responds exactly in form, we believe, with those 
of a school of teachers among the Methodists, and 
in either Society represents only a part of the 
members, Taking all the terms and phrases used 
by Dr. C, in the sense in which he intends they 
should be used, and filling in all that he would 
probably grant of additional truth and experience, 
we do not doubt that his teaching on the points 
named is true. If a sinful, unregenerate man, 
under the power of the Holy Spirit and the truths 
of the gospel, repents and believes in the Lord 
Jesus, there must be some point of time when he 
is born again, and so the change may be said to 
be “instantaneous,” although approached, per- 
haps, very gradually and through a long time. 

In like manner if one so born again, one who 
has experienced remission of sins past, has been 
renewed by the Holy Spirit, has become a babe 
in Christ—one who is so far sanctified, amd has 
received the gift of the Holy Spirit imparted to 
all believers, accepts and abides under the bap- 
tism of Christ by the Holy Spirit and fire and 
thus becomes “sanctified wholly,” there must 
come a time when that point is reached. 
way it is possible to speak of this experience also 
as “instantaneous,” whether it be slowly or 
quickly reached. 

But let it not be forgotten that our whole life 
here is one of probation; that he who has just 
been born again, who knows the joy and peace 
of believing, who has the witness of the Spirit to 
his forgiveness and adoption, is liable to continual 
temptation and must as continually watch and 
pray, resisting if need be unto blood, striving 
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against sin. All such can and ought to avoid all’ 
known sin through the power of the Spirit of 
Christ, and doing so will grow in grace and in the 
knowledge of the Lord Jesus. 

The believer who has dedicated his all to the 
Lord, has received His baptism of the Holy Spirit 
and of fire, and thus has had his heart purified by 
faith, cannot stand one hour in this state except 
as he walks in obedience and watches unto 
prayer. Moreover he will always feel in this life 
that he has not attained to all that is possible 
for him to know of conformity to Christ; and 
being “perfect” in one sense, (Phil. iii. 15) will 
yet be saying, “Not that I have already at- 
tained, either am already perfect,” (Phil. iii, 12) 
and will still press forward in the Christian race, 
for the prize of God’s calling in Christ. 

The “one baptism” experienced by all be- 
lievers, of which it is said, “ For by one Spirit are 
we all baptized into one body, whether we be 
Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; 
and have been all made to drink into one Spirit,” 
(I Cor. xii. 13) is that work of the Holy Spirit, 
(using the truth of the gospel as a means,) 
by which the spiritually dead are awakened, con- 
victed of sin, of righteousness and of judgment, 
are brought to repentance and faith in the Lord 
Jesus, and thus to be born anew and receive the 
Spirit to dwell in them. That the believer thus 
made a member of the one body can and ought 
to know a yet fuller work of the Lord Jesus by 
His Spirit, so as to become “ filled with the Spirit ” 
and “ sanctified wholly,” and to know “ the body 
of sin” to be ‘done away, that so we should no 
longer be in bondage to sin,” (Rom. vi. 6. R. V.)is 
doubtless true. This further work we understand 
to be that referred to by Dr. Clark as the baptism of 
Christ with the Holy Spirit and fire ;—though truly 
the experience of many in the new birth is also a 
fiery baptism. 


| 





re 


“ THERE WAS NEVER a time when faith was so 
general and infidelity was of so little prominence 
and power in the community at large as to-day.” 
These are the words of the Sunday-School Times 
of week before last. While President Garfield 
was lying at the point of death, the atmosphere 
was, so to speak, full of prayer for his restoration. 

At Newcastle, England, D, L. Moody and I. D. 
| Sankey still address congregations of ten ofr 
twelve thousand people. 

Yet writers of a certain class are saying con- 
stantly, that “old beliefs are dying out.” Turning 
to the preface of a work on Ethics by Herbert 
Spencer, we find him using this expression: 
“Moral injunctions are now losing the authority 

| given by their supposed sacred origin.” 
| These authors speak simply tor themselves and 
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their followers. Faith is zo¢ dying out. The hold 
of the Christian religion upon the intellects as 
well as the hearts of mankind grows stronger and 
stronger with each generation. Would that a 
warning voice might reach every young man and 
woman, every college student and every home 
reader of works of advanced science and litera- 
ture, telling them that those speak falsely who 
assert that nature denies her Creator, or that true 
culture will, of itself, turn any man from belief in 
the Christian religion in all its evangelical and 
spiritual fulness. “If any man will do His will, 
he shall know of the doctrine.” 


simplest thoughts of childhood. The teacher or 
the preacher who understands this fact, will gain 
the instant attention of children.” 


Many a parent and teacher has found that the 
fatherhood of God, and trust in His providence, 
and in the forgiveness of sins through the atoning 
sacrifice of our Saviour, are understood without 
any difficulty by young children. It is the sophis- 
tication of “the wise and prudent” that so often 
obscures, in later years, the light of Truth. 

“STRANGULATUS PRO REPUBLICA.”—These 
words were written by President Garfield, above 


his own signature, as he lay on his bed of suffer- 
ing on the 17th of Seventh month last. Literally, 
BELIEVERS have no need.to be surprised when | the participle means suffocated or strangled ; but, 
any skeptical leader wavers or abandons his op-| as John Hay has pointed out in a letter to the 
position to revealed religion. They can only| 7yume, “There is a metaphorical meaning of 
wonder that any sane man in our nineteenth cen- strangulatus which is used in the poets and in 
tury can endeavor to maintain such opposition. | writers of post-classical prose, especially in writers 
But it is an interesting event in the history of the upon law, which was probably in Garfield’s mind. 
conflict, for one of the boldest and ablest of un-| The word in that sense means fortured or tor- 
believers to give public expression to his dissatis-| ented... May we not then reasonably infer 
faction with all that is offered in place of the} that this most impressive and memorable legend 
Bible. Such a one has been O. B. Frothingham. | means ‘Tortured for the Commonwealth ?’” 
As quoted in the Christian Union, these are some 
of his recent words: 


———— oe 


aati 
New YORK YEARLY MEETING’S COMMITTEE 

“With the conviction that unbridled free thought | on EpucaTIon held an important and interesting 
leads only to a dreary negation called material- | conference, on Fourth and Fifth-days, the 7th and 


ism, there has been a growing suspicion in me : 2 . 
that there might be something behind or below 8th instant, at the meeting-house on Twentieth 


what we call revealed religion, which the scien-| Street, New York City, By invitation, several 
tific thinkers of our time are beginning vaguely to| Friends interested in education were present, from 
distinguish as an influence that cannot be ac-| Haverford and Earlham Colleges, Providence 


counted for at present, but which nevertheless : ; 
exists, Let scientific investigation go on by all School, Baltimore and Philadelphia. On Fourth- 


means; not only it can do no harm, but I am| day afternoon, an essay was read by Dr. Joshua 
sure that the farther it goes the more surely will| L. Barton, on the Advantages of Professional 


scientific men recognize a power not yet defined, 


but distinctly felt by some of the ablest of them. 
....What is the power behind these ignorant men 
who found dignity and comfort in religion ? 
What is this power? I simply stop denying 
and wait for more light.” 

Obviously, to us, “that which is behind what 
we call revealed religion,” giving dignity and 
comfort both to the learned and to the ignorant, 
can be accounted for in one way only ; and that 
isamply sufficient : it is the Truth, 


—~eo— 


IN REGARD to the instruction of the young, in 
Bible-schools and elsewhere, there is value in the 
following remarks, from the pen of Professor Gul- 
liver, of Andover : 


“There is an impression that fundamental 
truths, such as skeptics are now calling in ques- 
ton, are too profound for the comprehension of 
the child. That impression seems to arise from 
the difficulty of analyzing the mental processes in 
which such truths are gained. These Processes 
have taxed the ability of the greatest minds of the 
Tace. But the truths themselves, and the fact 
‘tat we know them, are among the first and 


Education and Life; and one on Education for 
Agriculturists, by Thomas H. Burgess. 

Fourth-day evening, Thomas Kimber read an 
essay on the Importance of Thorough Scriptural 
Instruction and Broad Christian Culture to an 
Effective Gospel Ministry. This was followed by 
a discussion, participated in by several of those 
present. On Fifth-day morning, James Wood and 
Francis T. King gave very interesting accounts of 
education among Friends in Great Britain; after 
which occurred an animated discussion of the 
general subject of education amongst Friends, in 
which Benjamin Tatham, Prof. P. E, Chase, 
Allen Jay, James Wood, Augustine Jones, Wm. 
H. Ladd and others took part. It is expected that 
a report of this conference will be published by 
the committee. 


——_-— — -e@- -~ 


ASSEMBLAGES of educators from different parts 
of the country are hopeful signs, not only of in- 
creasing interest in the matters considered by 
them, but also of what we hope is a growth of 
unity of feeling and mutual confidence amongst 
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members of our several Yearly Meetings. Ex- 
change of views, stated frankly and fraternally, 
can hardly fail to promote a better understanding 
of the topics so dealt with, and to prepare the 
way for beneficial action thereupon, It may be 


mentioned incidentally, that the next meeting of 


the Eastern Department of the American Educa- 
tional Assocation of Friends will be held at Provi- 
dence, R. I. 


On the momentous and difficult question of 


the right relation between education and the work 


of the ministry, there was almost a complete | 
agreement amongst those who took part in the | 


above-mentioned conference. No one was dis- 
posed to impugn the necessity of the ground al- 
ways taken by Friends, that true Gospel ministry 
must be of God’s appointment, not man’s; the 
acknowledgment of the gift, and its right accept- 
ance, alone belonging to the church. But several 
expressed the conviction that za¢ura/ as well as 
spiritual gifts should be cultivated, and assidu- 
ously used, under the guidance of the Spirit, for 
the work of the Gospel. Consecrated learning 
has its place, as well as the simplicity of those 
untaught in schools, in the Divine order. Ignor- 
ance, of itse/f, cannot be supposed to have any 
advantage over sound mental training, toward 
making the man or woman a better instrument 
for service. 

We do not need theological seminaries : but, 
as any member may receive a gift and call to the 


ministry, it is most desirable that a// our members | 


should become, from youth up, “ mighty in the 
Scriptures,” and, as far as may be, instructed in 
“all things civil and useful in the creation,” It 
would appear also worthy of consideration, 
whether more definite instruction should not be 
given in Friends’ colleges and other advanced 
nstitutions, upon the history of the Christian 
Church ; and most especially on that of our own 
denomination, its origin and foundation, 


_ HOO 


WE heartily concur with our correspondent 
from Crawfordsville as to the interest to our read- 
ers generally of accounts of meetings. All wish 
to know how the brethren fare, if there be any 
good tidings. Will not Friends everywhere let 
us hear from them from time to time? It is the 
desire of Friends’ Review to be in sympathy and 
contact with the fresh life of the church. Let ac- 
counts be brief and have the characters described 
by Paul: “ Whatsoever things are ¢ue, whatso- 
ever things are honorable, whatsoever things are 
just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever 
things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good 
report, if there be any virtue, and if there be any 
praise, take account of these things.” 


* Bevin. 


TWO ENGLISHMEN AT HAVERFORD 
COLLEGE. 


Alfred Fowell Buxton, a grandson of the dis. 
tinguished philanthropist, Sir Thomas Fowell 
Buxton, visited Haverford College on the 3oth 
ult. As a graduate of Rugby and of Trinity 
College, Cambridge, he felt much interest in 
meeting the students. Having been introduced 
to the members of the College, he addressed 
them in Barclay Hall in a graceful and impres- 
sive manner. He spoke particularly of the 
| great responsibilities resting upon young men, 
like himself and those he saw before him, in the 
promotion of reform and_ philanthropic enter 
'prises. He reminded the§ students that some 
| future GARFIELD might be in their company, and 
| exhorted all so to live, as to be fitted for service 
to God and their fellow-men. Pointing out one 
‘of the Latin mottos on the wall, “He that is 
faithful in that which is least is faithful also in 
much;” he drew the earnest lesson of consecra- 
‘tion to duty and faithfulness in every day's work. 

On the 6th inst. William Fowler, M. P. for 
| Cambridge, addressed the students. Like Alfred 
| Buxton, he paid a warm tribute of praise to Pres- 
‘ident Garfield, and urged his hearers to work for 
pure politics. “Cleanse your city governments, 
and then your streets may be clean.” He said 
that, in seeking for “some diffusive thought” to 
|\lay before the young men, he had been struck 
| with the fact that the rivalries of business, and 
‘even the rivalries of college life, in studies and 
|in games, have a tendency to make one hard 
and selfish; to lead people to consider their 
rivals as persons to be ridden over, or to be got 
out of the way; and that, to conquer all this, we 
| must learn to “love as brethren,” and to be hum- 
ble, self-sacrificing, Christ-like. America, he said, 
is destined soon to be vasly richer than England 
ever was, as well as much more populous, England 





joy in her prosperity. Yet, it is fearful to think 
of the postibilities of the future in this land, un- 
less religion and education keep pace with the 
increase of wealth and power. He was rejoiced 
to see a Friends’ College, with so admirable 
buildings, seated in such beautiful grounds, and 
so well equipped with learned officers and all the 
appliances of liberal education, His own son 
was both a First-Class man and in the First 
Eleven in cricket at Oxford He hardly knew 
of which distinction he was the prouder ; but he 
did feel that he ought to warn young men against 
an excess of the spirit of emulation, whether in 
athletic sports or in scholastic strife. — Home 
News. 


NU OS A NT 
DIED. 


WILLETS,—In Laporte, Ind., on the 27th ult., 
after a short and painful illness caused by a fall, 
Mary Willets, aged 92 years, widow of Thomas 
Willets, both natives of Tuckerton, N. J. She 
was throughout her long life an exemplary mem 





ber of the Society of Friends, beloved by all who . 


knew her, retaining her strong intellect unim- 
paired to the last, and dying as she had lived, in 
the triumphs of the gospel. 

HENLEY.—On the 20th of Fifth month, 1881, 
Mary N. Henley, widow of Robert Henley, and 
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daughter of Henry and Sarah Newby, in her 55th 

year; a member of Carthage Monthly Meeting, 

indiana, and a minister in good esteem. 
Christian Worker please copy. 


DAVIS.—On the 27th of Eleventh mo., 1881, 
Esther, wife of Isaac Davis, in her 72d year; a 
member of Richland Monthly Meeting, Iowa. 


HODSON.—Tenth mo. roth, 1881, after months 
of affliction, and a few daysof extreme suffering, 
Barclay Hodson, son of John M. and Eliza Hod- 
son, (the latter deceased) aged 24 years. De- 
ceased was a member of New Garden Monthly 
Meeting, Indiana, and leaves a widow and infant 
daughter to mourn his loss. Yet we mourn not 
as those that have no hope. 


GREY.—At the Wyandotte Mission School, 
Indian Territory, Eleventh month 11th, Lucy 
Grey, aged 17 years, after an illness of nine 
days. We feel sad at this parting, yet not 
the sorrow of those without hope. Lucy was a 
Christian, always ready to give a reason for the 
hope she had ; earnest and active in our prayer- 
meetings. Ever ready to be “instant in season 
and out of season,” she would speak to her 
schoolmates who were unconverted, of how good 
the Lord was to her, how much better they would 
get on if they would leave off this or that, or get 
from under the influence of some one who she 
knew was not good company for them. She joined 
Friends about a year ago, and at the opening of 
Grand River Preparative Meeting, was appointed 
Clerk, and was always ready to lend a helping 
hand in any work of the church. We feel the 
loss of her help, her influence, her example among 
the pupils,-and can scarcely refrain from 
querying, Why was she taken? Yet we have 
accepted the loving promise, “ What I do thou 
knowest not now, but thou shalt know hereafter.” 


SNOT POLAT RE RS OR ET ES 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


“T HAVE such good news to tell you,” was the 
introduction of a letter from the North Woods, 
received recently by a missionary of the Ameri- 


can Sunday-school Union, on the frontier. 
“Nearly all the children in Brother F ’s Sun- 
day-school have become Christians; and not the 
children only, but almost every one else, includ- 
ing four men, almost, if not quite, skeptics, with 
their wives, having children married, some of | 
whom have also given their hearts to the Sa- 
viour, There are not a half-dozen persons left 
unconverted in the settlement. There is no bois- 
terous excitement, but such a deep earnestness I 
have never seen before. It is all of God, and| 
mainly through the instrumentality of the Sun- 
day-school. I find that, in almost every instance 
where a Sunday-school has been sustained for | 
any length of time, other means of grace are also | 
attended to; while, on the contrary, where there | 
ls no Sunday-school there is no prayer-meeting, | 
and no preaching, and the mass of the people | 
live ‘without hope and without God in the! 
world,’ —5S. S. Times. 

Dr. SHELDON JACKSON has returned from his | 
third missionary tour through Southeastern | 
Alaska. During this trip he established new! 
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stations, changed and refitted into school houses 
an Indian dwelling at Hydah, and (with the as- 
sistance of Captain Glass and Lieutenant Sy- 
monds, of the U.S. Navy) an old government 
building at Sitka; visited and preached the 
Gospel in fifteen native villages, and traveled 
five hundred miles in a canoe, with wild Indians, 
exposed to many hardships and dangers,—/nde- 
pendent, 


Ir is stated that in 1880 there were 170 Univer- 
salist congregations less than in 1850, and that 
the Unitarians show a gain of 23 for the same 
period. 


Tue Children’s Aid Society, of New York, in 
the 28 years of its labors, has sheltered, partly 
fed and instructed about 200,000 boys and girls 
in its lodging houses. In its industrial schools 
nearly 100,000 little girls have been taught, and 
of these it is not known that over a score have 
entered on a criminal course of life, or have be- 
come drunkards or beggars, although four-fitths 
were children of drunkards. An evidence of the 
usefulness of the Society may be drawn from the 
police reports, which show that the commitments 
of petty girl thieves fell off from 1 in 739, in 
1863, to I in every 3,870, in 1880, The most im- 
portant branch of the work of the Society is 
placing men and women, as well as children, in 
good homes, generally in the West. Since 1863, 
63,330 persons have been thus provided for. 
Last year the number thus started in life was 
3,848, of whom 1,799 were boys, 1,704 girls, 128 
men, and 221 women. An examination by an 
agent has given reason to believe that a very 
large proportion of those sent live honest and 
useful lives. 


Tue Orthodox Russian Church has active mis- 
sions in Siberia, and in the governments of the 
region of the Volga. The number of pagans 
“converted,” in 1879, was 5,000. The Buddhists 
are much more accessible to Christian teaching 
than the Mohammedans. Converted pagans 
often seem more impressed with the verities of 
Christianity than the Russian colonists of the 
countries. The missionaries build places of wor- 
ship, and use singing as an attraction to the peo- 
ple and a mode of instruction. They also have 
schools for training the young. 


THE English Congregational Union adopted a 
resolution at its jubilee meeting, speaking of the 
Revised Version as ‘an important service ren- 
dered the whole Church of Christ,” thanking the 
revisers for their patient and scholarly work, and 
congratulating them “on the favorable reception 
which their work has found at the hands of 
Christians of all denominations.” 


THE question of the separation of Church and 
State in Switzerland is a disturbing element in 
some of the cantons, especially the French, It 
is difficult under the present laws, which confer 
universal suffrage without imposing any religious 
conditions, to keep ultra-radicalism from appro- 
priating the pulpits, and the more faithful mem- 
bers of the National, Protestant Church are organ- 
izing against the sweeping tide of Rationalism. 


THE Old Catholics in Europe have grown from 
the fourteen who protested, at Nuremberg, in 1870, 


mission stations among the Hydah and Hoon-| under the leadership of Dr. Déllinger, against 
yah ; tribes, located three missionaries, erected | the latest Papal innovation on the Catholic faith, 
mission buildings at the Chilcat and Hoonyah' to a church consisting of two bishops, one hun- 
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dred and twenty priests, and upward of 100,000 
enrolled lay members, with adherents more or 
less closely attached amounting to three times 
that number, 


THE secretary of the London Missionary So- 
ciety announces that Missionary Williams, who 
was stationed at Mirambo’s capital, Urambo, on 
the road to Lake Tanganyika, Central Africa, has 
died of sun-stroke. Only three missionaries are 
now left in the mission, of whom one is an invalid. 


<o- 


THE INTERNATIONAL LESSON. 


_ 


FIRST QUARTER. 


First month 1st, 1882, 
THE BEGINNING OF THE GOSPEL. Mark i. 13. 

GotpEen Text.—* Behold, I will send my messenger, and he 
shall prepare the way before me.’’—Mal. iii. 1. 

Time, A. D. 26. Tiberius Czsar was emperor 
of Rome ; Pontius Pilate was procurator of Judea, 
and Herod Antipas tetrarch of Galilee and Perea. 
This book was written by John, whose last name 
was Mark. He was the son of Mary, the sister of 
Barnabas; he travelled with Paul and Barnabas, 
and afterwards with Peter as his interpreter. It 
has been accepted as certain that his account of 
our Lord represents the teaching of the Apostle 
Peter. His account reaches from John’s public 
announcement of the coming of Jesus, and ends 
with the ascension, 

The events of this lesson occurred in the wilder 
ness of Judea, near to the Jordan and the Dead 
Sea. The events recorded in the New Testament 
before these are: The birth of John the Baptist, 
Luke i, 1—80; the birth of Jesus, Lu. ii, 1—20; 
the flight into Egypt and return, Matt. ii, 1—23; 
Jesus at twelve years of age, Luke ii. 4o—52. 


LEsson 1, 


THE LESSON, 


1. The beginning of the gospel : that is to say, 
here begins an account of the announcement of 
the glad tidings concerning Jesus Christ, the first 
public heralding of His coming by John the Bap- 
tist. The word “ Gospel” means literally, “ glad- 
tidings;” it means,:as defined in Rom. i. 4 
God's message to man “concerning His Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord,” conveyed to us by the 
Spirit, whether immediately as to Paul (Gal. i. 
12), or by means of the Scriptures, preaching; &c, 

In a special sense Christ is the gospel. He is 
the author of it, the subject of it, the revealer of 
it, the power of it. T. O. Bernard, in « Progress 
of Doctrine in the New Testament,” p. 61, writes: 
“Jesus Christ created the gospel by His work; 
He preaches the gospel by His words; but He zs 
the gospel in Himself.” 


Of Fesus Christ. Jesus, the anointed; Jesus | 


in His humanity ; Christ in His office as the An- 
ointed One. Zhe Son of God. Our Lord said 
that He was the Son of God. Luke xxii. 70. He 
was the possessor of self-existent Divine life and 
power as one with God the Father. 

2. As it is written in the prophets: in Isaiah 
the prophet, R. V. It first appears in Isaiah xl. 
3, and is expanded in Mal. iii. 1, 
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omits before thee. John as a forerunner by his 
preaching made the people ready to expect and 
receive the Lord Jesus, 

3. The voice of one crying : as a crier or herald 
who told of the coming of a king, and called 
people to get ready for Him. Jn the wilderness, 
A sparsely settled part of Judea, west of the 
Jordan. 

Make his paths straight. Eastern kings some- 
times have roads made for them, valleys filled, 
hills graded down, and obstructions removed out 
of their line of travel. 

4. Fohn did baptize, or Fohn came, who bap. 
tized in the wilderness. R. V. He came calling 
the people to repent, and to believe in Him who 
was to come, and to be washed by being plunged 
into the Jordan, signifying an inward change, the 
putting away of their sins and their readiness to 
accept John’s teaching about right living and 
about Jesus the Saviour. And preach the bap- 
tism of repentance for (unto, margin) the remission 
of sins, And preached the baptism of repentance 
unto remission of sins. R.V. _ The baptism of 
repentance included an awakening to a sense of 
sin under John’s preaching, a turning in heart 
from evil ways. a revdiness to confess sin, to ac- 
cept the Messiah, and to profess the purpose to 
lead a new life by being baptized in water, 
When sincere it was followed by forgiveness of 
sins, 

5, And there went out unto him all the land of 
Fudea. R.V. has country for land, and a// be- 
fore Jerusalem. Many people went both from 
Judea and Jerusalem. And were all baptized of 
him in the river of Forddn. R. V. omits ad/ and of. 
The Jordan is the principal river of Palestine. It 
rises among the mountains of the Lebanor. range 


;lin the north of Palestine, and flows nearly due 


south, first through a marshy plain to Lake Me- 
rom, then about nine miles to Lake Gennesaret. 
It falls 600 feet in doing this, and the Sea of Gali- 
lee is 635 feet bélow the surface of the Mediter- 
ranean, From this lake it flows as a swift torrent 
through a narrow, desolate valley, winding so as 
to make 300 miles in going sixty in actual dis- 
tance southward to the Dead Sea, the surface of 


»|which is 1,300 feet below that of the Mediter- 


ranean. o 

6. Fohn. John was the son of Zecharias and 
Elizabeth (Luke .i) who was a cousin of Mary, the 
mother of Jesus. He was a Nazarite, (Num. vi.), 
a total abstainer from alcoholic drinks, and led 
in his manhood a solitary and austere life, from 
which he came out as a mighty preacher of re- 
pentance. Was clothed with camels’ hair. Elijah 
was expected by the Jews. John came “in the 
spirit and power of Elijah” as a great prophet and 
reformer, and dressed like the old prophets. He 
wore a robe of coarse cloth made of the hair of 
thecamel. And with a girdle of skin about his 
loins. And had a leathern girdle. R. V. He 
wore a girdle of leather around him to clasp his 
robe together. And he did eat locusts. R. V. 
omits Ze. Locusts were a species of grasshoppers, 
which sometimes came in great numbers and ate 
up the vegetation. , 

Burkhardt says, “I have seen at Medina and 


Behold—marking an important announcement. | Tayf locust shops, where these animals were sold 


| 
I send my messenger, or my angel. 


Before thy\by measure, \n Egypt and Nubia they are only 
face, Malachi has, “before my face”—identify- | eaten by the poorest beggars. The Arabs, in pre- 
ing Jehovah with the Christ in essential nature. paring locusts as an article of food, throw them 


Which shall prepare thy way before thee. R.V.' alive into boiling water with which a good deal of 
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salt has been mixed, After a few minutes they 
are taken out and dried in the sun ; the head, feet 
and wings are then taken off; the bodies are 
cleansed from the salt and perfectly dried. They 
are sometimes eaten boiled in butter, and they 
contribute materials for a breakfast when spread 
over unleavened bread, mixed with butter.” 
Wild honey. Honey from nests of wild bees in 
hollow trees or crevices of rock, These were very 
common in Palestine. 

7. There cometh one mightier than I after me. 
And he preached, saying, There cometh after me 
he that ts mightier than I, R.V. He told all 
that Christ was about to come, who was f¢he, 
mightier, and of whom John was but the fore- 
runner. Zhe latchet of whose shoes. Latchet- 
string for tying on a sandal or shoe. A sandal 
was somewhat like the sole of a shoe, and was tied 
on by thongs passed around the ankle. Jam not 
worthy to stoop down and unloose. The meanest 
servant would unloose his master’s sandals ; John 
felt that Christ was so great that he was unworthy 
even to stoop down in His presence to do for Him 
the most menial act. 

8. Lindeed have baptized you with water; but 
He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost. I 
baptized you with water. R.V.. John’s preach- 
ing and baptism in water, sincerely received, pro- 
cured forgiveness of sins and removal of punish- 
ment. Christ's baptism “in the Holy Spirit,” (as 
it literally reads), as in a life-giving stream, gives 
not only pardon, but life, a new spirit ; it cleanses 
and sanctifies ; it gives adoption into God’s family, 
purity of. heart and power for obedience and 
service. 

9. Fesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and 
was baptized of Fohn in Fordan. In'the Fordan. 
R.V. John’s baptism was ordained of God for 
the time being, and every faithful Jew who heard 
his preaching was called to submit to it. Our 
Lord, in order to fulfil all that was right for Jews 
then to do, went to John to be baptized in water. 
But He was not an example for us herein any 
more than in being circumcised. He had nosins to 
confess or to be pardoned, but He acknowledged 
John’s call, identified Himself with His people, 
who were and are sinners, and also by this act 
entered upon His own public ministry, receiving 
the witness of God as His Son, 

10. And straightway coming up out of the water, 
he saw the heavens opened. Rent asunder. R.V. 
Immediately after the baptism our Lord saw “an 
apparent separation or division of the visible ex- 
panse of heaven; how occasioned or produced 
can only be conjectured.”— F A. Alexander. 
And the Spirit like a dove descending upon him. 
As a dove. R.V. In bodily form as well as in 
motion, Luke iii. 22. John also saw this descent. 
“The Spirit was ever with and in our Lord as the 
Spirit of Holiness, but came at baptism as the 
Spirit of office and authority." Clarke, 

11, And there came a voice from’heaven, And 
a voice came out of the heavens. R. V. See Matt. 
xvii, 5, and John xii, 28,29. Zhou art my be- 


. loved Son, in whom Iam well pleased. In thee 


lam well pleased. R. V. In Ps, ii, 7 it is said 
of the Messiah, Thou art my Son. 

_12. And straightway the Spirit driveth him 
into the wilderness. Driveth him forth into, &-c. 
R.V. He was full of the Holy Spirit, and led by 
its impulse into the wilderness, Though always 
ato His deity one with the Father, He was now 
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to pass from the quiet life of Nazareth into the 
mysterious temptations in the wilderness and to 
other parts ot His public ministry, and was quali- 
fied for it. 

13. And he was there in the wilderness forty 
days, tempted of Satan. R. V. omits there. This 
wilderness may have been “the dried plain ad- 
joining the jungle which borders the Jordan,”— 
Clarke. Tempted of Satan. An emphatic testi- 
mony to the personality of the devil Amd was 
with the wild beasts. And he was,@&c. R. V. 
Savage beasts of prey. 

In entire loneliness, surrounded by a wilder- 
ness frequented by wild animals, He underwent 
the assaults of Satan, and after long conflict was 
cheered by the visits and services of angels. 


SUGGESTIONS, 


1. The gospel is God’s glad tidings concerning 
salvation through Jesus Christ. It was foretold 
by the prophets. 

2. The gospel tells men they must repent and 
heartily turn from sins to God, and confess them 
in order to be forgiven. 

3. John lived a life of great self-denial. The 
Christian should cheerfully leave all God forbids, 
and cheerfully enjoy all God bestows. 

4. John was a preacher of mighty power; but 
in his humility he thought himself as nothing com- 
pared with Jesus. 

5. Many heard John and did not repent. Have 
we heard the invitation of the Mighty One, and 
have we repented and confessed and been for- 
given? 

6. John baptized with water, but praised Christ's 
baptism in the Holy Spirit. Have we repented 
and been forgiven for Jesus’ sake? Have we put 
ourselves altogether in Christ’s hands to receive 
His full baptism with the Spirit and fire, so as to 
have our hearts made pure, and to receive power 
to obey and serve Him constantly ? 

7. When Jesus was filled with the Holy Spirit, 
He at once was fearfully tempted. When we re- 
ceive great spiritual favors, then be watchful 
against Satan. 

8. When our Lord was deeply tried and found 
faithful, angels ministered to Him. When we 
endure temptation, we shall be specially blessed 
with Divine comforts, and receive a crown of iife. 


TEMPERANCE NOTES. 

Everywhere in this country those most experi- 
enced in the great struggle against intemperance 
coincide in seeking the prohibition of the manu- 
facture of and traffic in alcoholic liquors, by con- 
stitutional provisions either by the several States 
or by the United States. An association,is steadily 
organizing the State of Pennsylvania so as to 
secure a constitutional prohibition of this kind, 
and at a meeting of the Board of Managers of 
the National Temperance Society, held in New 
York on the 22nd ult., the following resolution 
was adopted, addressed to the two houses of 
Congress : 

‘« The Board of Managers of the National Tem- 
perance Society, citizens of the United States, to 
secure the better protection of the American people 
from the great evils attendant upon the traffic in 
intoxicating liquors, and for the promotion of the 
general welfare, respectfully and earnestly ask 
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you, by an appropriate joint resolution, to adopt 
and propose to the several States an amendment 
to the Constitution of the United States, which, 
when ratified, will prohibit henceforth the manu- 
facture, importation, and sale of all alcoholic 
beverages throughout our national domain. 


“Wn. E. DODGE, President. 
“J. N. STEARNS, Corresponding Secretary.” 


THE TOBACCO PLAGUE AMONG MINISTERS.— 
T. De Witt Talmage preached a stirring sermon 
on the 13th ult, on “The Plague Narcotic,” from 
which we extract the following concerning the 
tobacco plague among ministers : 


“One reason why there are so many victims of 
this habit is because there are so many ministers 
of religion who smoke and chew. They smoke 
until they get the bronchitis, and the dear people 
have to pay their expenses to Europe. They 
smoke until the nervous system breaks down. 
They smoke themselves to death. I could name 
three eminent clergymen who died of cancer in 
the mouth, and in every case the physician said it 
was tobacco. There has been many a clergyman 
whose tombstone was all covered up with eulogy, 
which ought to have had the honest epitaph, 
‘Killed by too much Cavendish!’ Some of them 
smoke until the room is blue, and their spirits are 
blue, and the world is blue, and everything is 
blue, Time was when God passed by such sins, 
but it becomes now the duty of the American 
clergy who indulge in this narcotic to repent. 
How can a man preach temperance to the people 
when he is himself indulging in an appetite like 
that? I have seen a cuspadore in a pulpit where 
the minister would drop his cud before he got up 
to read ‘Blessed are the pure in heart,’ and to 
read about ‘ Rolling sin as a sweet morsel under 
the tongue!’ and in Leviticus to read about the 
unclean animals that chew the cud. I have 
known presbyteries and general assemblies and’ 
general synods where there was a room set apart 
for the ministers to smoke in. I have seen minis- 
ters of religion, their beards anointed not with 
holy oil such as ran down Aaron’s beard, but 
with poisonous saliva. Oh! it is a sorry spectacle, 
a consecrated man, a holy man of God looking 
around for something, which you take to be look- 
ing for a larger field of usefulness, He is not 
looking for that at all. He is only looking for 
some place where he can discharge a mouthful of 
tobacco juice! I am glad the Methodist Church 
of the United States in nearly all its conferences 
has passed resolutions against the habit, and it is 
time that we had an anti-tobacco reform in the 
Presbyterian Church, and the Episcopal Church, 
and the Baptist Church, and the Congregational 
Church. About sixty years ago a young man 
graduated from Andover Theological Seminary 
into the ministry. He went straight to the front. 
He had an eloquence and personal magnetism 
before which nothing could stand; but he was 
soon thrown into the insane asylum for twenty 
years, and the doctor said it was tobacco that sent 
him there. According to the custom then in 
vogue, he was allowed a small portion of tobacco 
every day. After he had been there nearly twenty 
years, walking the floor one day he had a sudden 
return of reason, and he realized what was the 
matter. He threw the plug of tobacco through the 
iron grates, and said :‘ What brought me here? 
What keeps me here? Why am I here? Tobac- 


co! tobacco! O God! help! help! and I'll never 
use it again.’ He was restored, He was brought 
forth. For ten years he successfully preached 
the gospel of Jesus Christ, and then went into a 
blissful immortality. There are ministers of relj. 
gion to-day indulging in narcotics, dying by 
inches, and they do not know what is the matter 
with them. I might in a word give my own ex. 
perience. It took ten cigars to make a sermon, 
I got very nervous, One day I awakened to the 
outrage | was inflicting upon myself. I was about 
to change settlements, and a generous wholesale 
tobacconist in Philadelphia said if I would only 
come to Philadelphia he would, all the rest of my 
life, provide me with cigars free of charge. I said 
to myself, ifin these war times, when cigars are so 
costly, and my salary is small, I smoke more than] 
ought to, what would I do if I had gratuitous and 
illimitable supply ? And then and there, twenty 
years ago, I quit once and forever. It made a 
new man of me, and though I have since then 
done as much hard work as any one, I think | 
have had the best health God ever blessed a man 
with. A minister of religion cannot afford to 
smoke.”"—Nat. Temperance Advocate. 


NDENCE. 
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SuGAR RIVER MONTHLY MEETING, INDIANA, 
—Letters in Friends’ Review, giving accounts of 
meetings and telling the condition of the church 
in various places, are very acceptable reading to 
me. I also like to read descriptions of the country 
about the various settlements of Friends, and 
supposing many other readers are like me, it is in 
my mind to write a brief sketch of this region, 

Our Monthly Meeting, a part of Western Yearly 
Meeting, takes its name from Sugar River, a 
small but beautiful river running through Mont- 
gomery Coumtty, diagonally from the northeast to 
the southwest corner. On itis situated our county 
seat, Crawfordsville, a handsome, enterprising 
and thriving town of about 6000 inhabitants. 
The educational reputation of the town is ex- 
pressed by the soubriquet, “Hoosier Athens,” 
by which it is known through the West, owin 
chiefly to the fact that Wabash College is plac 
here, 

The Sugar River took its name from the preva- 
lence of the sugar maple in this region. Now, to 
the minds of those acquainted with rural affairs, 
this means beautifully undulating land, poplar 
and walnut interspersed through the groves of 
maple, standing in a durably fertile soil. And 
that is just what we have. Sugar-making Is an 
industry of considerable importance, Agricultur- 
ally this region excels in wheat and wool. Craw- 
fordsville is a noted wool market, as is well 
known to the dealers in wool. It ranks equally 
high as a horse market. . 

Very early in the history of our State this 
goodly land was occupied by Friends, in accord- 
ance with their usual custom of securing the best 
locations in settling the West. Sugar River 
Monthly Meeting, when first established, was 
composed of the three Preparatives, Sugar River, 
Gravelly Run and Centre. But the first, once the 
fairest of the three, is now extinct. The enemy 
got into this Eden and presented himself eve? 
among the children of God, until he laid waste 


| this goodly heritage. The general revival of life 



























































































































































































FRIENDS’ REVIEW. 


throughout the Society did not come in time to WAR.—SHAME ! 

save it. So now there are only two, which are — 

small among the tribes, but we have much to be| Never since the world began, not when the 
thankful for. Christ is not divided among us. | nations worshiped Mars and Minerva, and Wo- 
The death-dealing angel of separation did not |den and Thor, as their chosen gods, and looked 
light down upon these meetings. We live and| upon war as the noblest and most honorable of 
worship in harmony, and are trying to “hold fast | all occupations, have preparations for war been 
what we have,” to “strengthen the things that re- | made on such a prodigious scale as they have by 
main,” and not freese together. And recently we | the Christian nations, the avowed worshipers of 
have good reason to “thank God and take |the Prince of Peace, within the last thirty years. — 
courage.” Herald of Peace. 

The Monthly Meeting appointed a committee} The Wesleyans and Primitive Methodists in 
in the Ninth month to visit families and members, | England often permit the use of their chapels for 
and labor in Christian love for mutual help and |the use of persons advocating Peace principles, 
encouragement. In the performance of this in-|and many of their members appear to be averse 
teresting labor we have realized that the Good|to war as an occupation for Christians, They 
Master owned and blessed it, and that “He that |seem to agree with Lowell, who makes Hosea 
watereth is also watered.” Bigelow say : 

To supplement this, after our late Quarterl a 15 
Meeting we were visited by James Newlin ‘ad oe what i's pooty 

: ainin’ round in bob-tail coats, 
John Sturgeon, of Honey Creek. They held a Bat it’ cette Chstaies Ga 
short series of meetings “in the power of God,” To be cuttin’ folkses mantae ” 
preached the life-giving gospel with energy, sang ' . 
the songs of Zion with the requisite unction, and 
visited all our families, In this latter service the THOUGH TIRED, BE PATIENT. 
Holy Spirit was surely their unerring guide. The 
church has received an accession of strength from . 
the ranks ot the young and strong, and some who | A little elbow leans upon your knee, 
had become almost lukewarm have been made} Your tired knee that has so much to bear ; 
to renew their vows. “Praise ye the Lord. Give | A child’s dear eyes are louking lovingly 
thanks unto His holy name.” C. LINQLEY. From underneath a thatch of tangled hair. 

Perhaps you do not heed the velvet touch 
Portianp, Inp., Twelfth month sth, 188:. Of warm, moist fingers, folding yours so tight ; 

Wuite RIVER MONTHLY MEETING was held | You do not prize this blessing overmuch, 
at Winchester last Seventh-day. We had the ac-| You are almost too tired to pray to-night. 
ceptable company and ministry of several Friends Hs 
of other Monthly Meetings. Jesse C. Johnson was | But it is blessedness! A year ago 
liberated for service in the limits of Indiana Yearly | _ I did not see it as I do to-day ; 

Meeting, Six persons were received by certificate | We are so dull and thankless—and too slow 
and two by request. There is a prospect of con-| To catch the sunshine till it slips away, 
siderable active service in these parts, and an|And now it seems surpassing strange to me, 
open door for it. One month ago Harvey Berg-| That, while I wore the badge of motherhood, 
man and Evan C, Thornton were recorded minis- | I did not kiss more oft and tenderly 

ters of the gospel. The little child that brought me only good. 


BirRcHFIELD, BIRMINGHAM, ENGLAND, } And if, some night when you sit down to rest, 
"Eleventh mo. 18, 1881. J You miss this elbow from your tired knee— 
RESPECTED FRIEND—Please allow me to cor-| This restless, curling head from off your breast, 
rect two errors in thy issue of Tenth month 15th.| This lisping tongue that chatters constantly ; 
I am represented in thy report of Indiana Yearly | [f from your own the dimpled hands had slipped, 
Meeting as saying that I thought there was more} And ne’er would nestle in your palm again; 
drunkenness among Friends in England than in| [f the white feet into their grave had tripped, 
America. I should be very sorry to think that| | could not blame you for your heartache then ! 
drunkenness existed among Friends at all, either 
here or in your country. What I did say was|] wonder so that mothers ever fret, 
that I considered there was more drunkenness} 4¢ little children clinging to their gown ; 
among Englishmen than among Americans, and | (r that the footprints, when the days are wet, 
this I adhere to. I am also reported to have said} Are ever black enough to make them frown. 
that there are 124 drinking-houses in Birming-| [f | could find a little muddy boot, 
ham. This number referred to one district of Or cap, or jacket, on my chamber floor ; 
Birmingham only, Unfortunately we have 2,163 | If I could kiss a rosy, restless foot, 
one gem in our town of about 500,000 in-| And hear it patter in my home once more; 
abitants, 
By correcting these matters thou wilt oblige If I could mend a broken cart to-day, 
Thine truly, CEPHAS BUTLER. To-morrow make a kite to reach the sky— 
There is no woman in God’s world could say 
THE raisin crop of California this year will ex-| She was more blissfully content than I. 
ceed 150,000 boxes, according to a paper of San | But, ah, the dainty pillow next my own 
Bernardino County. No such industry was men-| Is never rumpled by a shining head; 
tioned by the assessors in 1878; but now it equals | My singing birdling from its nest is flown— 
$500,000 in annual value. All this year’scrop| The little boy I used to kiss is dead! . 
was raised on about 1100 acres. —Selected. 
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SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE.—Advices from Eu- 
rope are to the 13th inst, 


GREAT BRITAIN.—The Meifoo, the first of ‘a 
regular line of steamers under the Chinese flag, 
arrived in the Thames from Hong Kong on the 
6th inst., with a large cargo of tea. 

The British Board of Trade returns for the last 
month show a decrease in the value of imports of 
£4,159,598, and an increase in the value of ex- 
ports of £1,848,464. 

On the oth inst. London was in complete dark- 
ness during the whole day, owing to a fog. 

IRELAND.—The presiding Judge, in opening 
the Munster Assizes on the 6th, said that the 
Government’s measure of peace, which ex- 
ceeded the anticipations of the most ardent 
advocates of tenant rights, had caused no 
diminution of crime. The number of indict- 
ments pending is double that of last winter. 
Similar remarks were made by another Judge in 
opening the Connaught Assizes, on the same day. 
Another, at the Leinster Assizes, said that the 
country was in a state of lawlessness and terror- 
ism. The total number ot outrages this year in 
Leinster was 528, against 249 last year. 

The Duke of Devonshire has refused the abate- 
ment of rent recently asked of his agent by a 
deputation of tenants on his estate. The tenants 
of some other noblemen, in counties Kildare and 
Wicklow, have joined the “no rent” movement. 
It is asserted that they had received midnight 











































they paid rent. 

The city corporation of Cork has passed almost 
unanimously a resolution in favor of the release 
of the imprisoned “ suspects.” 

The Grand Orange Lodge of Ireland has issued 
a circular condemning the Land League, and de- 
claring that in the United Kingdom and its colo- 
nies are thousands of Orangemen ready to fight 
for the Constitution. 

A recent meeting of the Irish Home Manufac- 
turers’ Association adopted a resolution protesting 
against the proposition that the Queen should be 
asked to patronize a proposed Irish Industrial Ex- 
hibition. A declaration has been freely circulated 
and signed throughout Ireland, that the signers 
will not visit the exhibition if any member of the 
royal family or any agent of the Government be 
invited to open it or have any connection with it. 
As a sequel, a Dublin correspondent of a London 
paper stated that at the meeting on the gth of the 
Industrial Exhibition Committee, no time was 
named for meeting again, and the project was 
considered to be stifled, 

AusTRIA.—A frightful event occurred at Vienna 
on the 8th, in the burning of a large theatre, with 
fearful loss of life. The fire broke out on the 
stage, and spread very rapidly. An iron curtain 
intended to separate the stage from the audience 
in case of fire was not lowered, and the gas being 
shut off by some one, for fear of explosion, thus 
leaving the building in darkness, many lost their 
way in the passages, and were suffocated or burn- 
ed. Some escaped by leaping from the windows 
upon cloths held below. The official list pub- 
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visits and notices threatening them with death if 

















REVIEW. 








lished gives the number of missing at 917. Several 
hundred bodies had been recovered at the latest 
report. The Reichsrath passed a credit of £50,009 
for aid to the sufferers, presented by the Minister of 
the Interior. 

FRANCE.—A bill for the sale of the Crown 
jewels is pending in the Chamber of Deputies, 
and the committee on the bill recently inspected 
them. It is proposed to retain an assortment, in. 
cluding certain presents from foreign monarchs 
and a sword valued at $50,000 and considered as 
possessing artistic value. They are also disinclin. 
ed to sell the “ Regent” diamond, fearing it would 
be bought by enterprising Americans for exhibi- 
tion. They favor the disposing of diamonds to 
the value of $2,500,000. 








RusstA.—The Governor of Eastern Siberia so- f 
licits a yearly grant of 400,000 rubles, in aid of 
Russian emigration to the Amoor river region, to 
counterbalance the influx of the Chinese, 

DomeEstic.—The President, on the 12th, nomi- No 


nated and the Senate confirmed Frederick T, 
Frelinghuysen of N. J. as Secretary of State, vice 
James G, Blaine, resigned. It is stated that Post. 
master General T. L. James has also resigned, to 
take effect on the Ist prox. 

Chung Tsao Yu, the new Chinese Minister to 
Washington, arrived at San Francisco on the rth 
inst. with his wife, secretary and suite. He is 
about 54 years of age, and is said to be “ of fine 
education.” 

All the vessels arriving from Europe within the 
last two weeks have encountered severe and al- 
most continuous gales, causing unusually long 
voyages, and in many instances more or less 
damage to the vessels, while in some cases, sea- 
men were either lost or injured, The greater part 
of last month appears to have been exceedingly 
stormy on the Atlantic. 

ConGREss.—In the Senate, bills have been in- 
troduced for making trade dollars a legal tender, 
except where otherwise expressly stipulated ina 
contract; establishing a Department of Agricul- 
ture and Commerce; admitting Cabinet officers 
to seats onthe floor of Congress ; for the prevention 
of polygamy ; to provide for the Presidential suc- 
cession ; for the education of Indian children; to 
establish a National Educational fund ; and others. 
The bill on the Presidential office assigns to the 
Secretaries of State, Treasury and War, in the 
order named, the performance of Presidential 
duties in case of the death or disability of both 
President and Vice President. The Committee 
on Territories was directed to consider the expe- 
diency of a Territprial government for Alaska 
and the Committee on Education and Labor to in- 
quire what measures Congress can lawfully and 
properly enact in aid of common school education. 

The House was in session only on the gth and 
13th, having adjourned to allow the Speaker to se- 
lect the committees. On the 9th, the Committee 
on Mileage and the special committee on the death 
of President Garfield were announced. On the 
13th, a resolution was adopted unanimously, for 
a select committee to audit all claims for services 
and expenses growing out of the illness and 
burial of President Garfield, and consider what 
allowance should be granted to his family. The 
States being called for bills and resolutions, 736 
were introduced and referred before the call was 


half completed, and the House then adjourned to 
the 16th, 





